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Have you ever been to Stout University in Menomonie, Wisconsin? Well, if you 
have, then you have probably seen the commons that is dedicated to Merle M. 
Price for his great work at this university. 

Merle Price was born in the early 1900's in the small town of Menomonie, 
Wisconsin where he grew up. When he was in high school he showed an interest 
in World War I. He often cut out articles in newspapers and pasted them in his 
scrapbooks made from old unwanted books. Times were hard because of the war, 
but he still managed to receive an excellent education due to his excellent study 
skills. After high school he elected to stay home and go to college while many of 
his classmates went off to fight in WWI. 

Shortly after college he married to a woman named Gurtrude and became the 
Dean of Students at Stout University in his home town of Menomonie. He had a 
son named David Price, who like his father showed an interest in his studies and 
was a scholor in high school. He went to college in New York and graduated with a 
bachelors degree in theater. Soon after he received a job teaching a theater class 
in New York. 
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In 1968 Merle Price became ill and doctors told him that it was just a case of the 
flu. But actually he kept getting sicker and sicker. Finally, after having been ill for 
many years his immune system failed. With his immune system gone he died very 
shortly after in the year 1972. 

After his death '72, Stout University dedicated the Merle M. Price commons to 
him for his great work at the school. His wife who was suffering from alzheimer's 
disease lived for many years before her death in 1996. She was buried next to 
Merle M. Price in Menomonie. 
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Editors Note: Merlin Wahl is Merle Price's great grandson. 

This page was created in his memory. 

 

 


